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3.4

3.5

3.6

3.7

3.8

3.9

The Solent strategy area is one of the south east region’s major economic centres
outside London. Whilst other successful areas in the south east depend upon linkages
with the capital, the Solent area operates in a distinct and largely separate manner to
London, relying more heavily upon connections with other regions and Europe. Overall
levels of car ownership are higher than the national average with 84% of households in
the study area owning one or more cars compared to the national average of 74%.
However, the strategy area does not receive all of the economic and infrastructure
investment that it requires and there are pockets of severe deprivation, with parts of
Portsmouth, Southampton, Gosport and Havant being the most deprived areas in the
Solent.

The coastline is an intrinsic part of the area’s character, but one that places physical
constraints on movement patterns. The ports of Southampton and Portsmouth are
important gateways to Europe providing a large part of the area’s economy and have a
significant influence in export/import and defence related industries (see Section 4).

Historically, a significant proportion of employment in the Solent area has been within
the armed forces, particularly the Royal Navy and there still is a strong reliance on
military and supporting industries. The implementation of the Strategic Defence Review
(Secretary of State for Defence White Paper, July 1998) is having the effect of reducing
the employment associated with the military resulting in a major impact on journey
patterns. Whilst employment used to be heavily concentrated in and around military
installations, employment opportunities are now much more dispersed requiring longer
and more diverse journey patterns, and in turn leading to greater car dependency. This
has had a particular impact on Gosport and Portsmouth. With the decline of traditional
naval industries, the Fareham-Gosport peninsula has experienced a considerable
imbalance between housing and jobs. There are approximately twice as many people in
the labour force as there are local jobs in Gosport®. This creates a considerable amount
of out-commuting, with only 50% of the workforce now living and working in Gosport .
In Portsmouth the naval dockyard is undergoing a transition designed to exploit,
commercially, the facilities that are no longer required for defence purposes.

Although the Solent is dominated by urban areas, there are significant sections of
countryside providing important buffers, some with environmental designations. Two
Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) abut the strategy area: the East Hampshire
and Chichester Harbour AONBs, whilst the area adjoins the newly formed New Forest
National Park and the proposed South Downs National Park (which would replace the
East Hampshire AONB). The strategy area also encompasses a number of areas
protected by European Habitat Designations. Parts of the New Forest, the river valleys,
the Solent Coast and estuaries are protected. Large parts of the area are designated as
Special Protection Areas (SPA) or are candidates for Special Area of Conservation (cSAC).
Some of the sites have international importance under the Ramsar convention.

Most of the larger Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) in the study area are covered
by European habitat legislation and there are several other sites that are covered by
national legislation. Furthermore, Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINCs)
are designated throughout the strategy area and are protected under current land use
planning policy.

With regard to the historic built environment, the Solent Strategy area has more than
100 conservation areas in which the built heritage is offered a level of protection.

4Census, 2001
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4.3
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Problems and
Opportunities

Problems and Opportunities
International

Being close to the continent, South Hampshire has a number of European linkages through
the Ports of Southampton and Portsmouth and Southampton International Airport, which
are all designated in the Regional Transport Strategy as International Gateways. Map 2
shows the international, national and regional connections to South Hampshire.

The Port of Southampton is owned by Associated British Ports (ABP). ABP are also the
Statutory Harbour Authority for much of Southampton Water. The Port directly employs
about 12,000 people and contributes £2 billion to the local economy. The Port handles
23% by value of the UK’s international non-EU sea-borne trade, more than any other UK
port. 38.4 million tonnes of cargo passed through the Port in 2004, ranking it fifth in
the UK by tonnage. The Container Terminal is the second largest in the UK, handling
1.4 million twenty foot equivalent units in 2004. Additionally, Southampton is the UK’s
largest vehicle import/ export port handling 750,000 vehicles annually and is also the
UK’s leading cruise port, being used by 680,000 passengers in 2004°.

The Port has a national hinterland and is a major trip generator. Its interface with rail,
road and water routes is of national strategic importance. The majority of trip
movements are by road, the principle roads used in Hampshire being the A34, M27 and
M3. The local approach roads are the M271/ A35 to Dock Gate 20 and the A33 to Dock
Gate 4. Around 30% of containers passing through the port are carried by rail. However,
the advent of taller 9°6” containers replacing the previous 8’6’ international standard
means major accommodation works between Southampton and the West Coast
mainline will be needed in order to maintain this proportion in the future.’

Due to the volume of international traffic that the Port sees, it has the potential to
handle feeder ships. The Port would act as a hub whereby cargo from large vessels
would transfer onto smaller ships that sail to other UK or European destinations.
‘Feedering’ requires the concentration of sufficient volumes of international traffic to
form viable loads for onward services. This presents an opportunity to achieve a modal
shift from road to sea.

The Port of Portsmouth is the UK’s second busiest continental ferry port, which handled

over 1 million tonnes of freight in 2004 of which over 850,000 tonnes was imports

(mainly fruit and ballast). The port provides:

* Continental ferry services to France, Spain and the Channel Islands serving
passengers and road haulage operators;

* Local passenger ferries to Gosport and Hayling Island;

* Passenger and vehicle ferries and hovercraft to the Isle of Wight (66,000 movements
annually, carrying 5 million passengers and over 1 million vehicles in 2004).

°Data from Associated British Ports, 2006.
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4.7
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4.12

The military port of Marchwood is also an important location on the Solent. Marchwood
is the principal point of embarkation for military logistics and supplies and benefits
from a rail connection with the Fawley branch line. The Esso oil refinery at Fawley also
relies upon the freight line as well as the parallel A326 road.

Southampton airport currently carries around 1.5 million passengers per year with an
increase of 27.5% on 2003 passenger numbers®. The draft Southampton Airport
Masterplan (2005) estimates passenger numbers will quadruple between 2004 and
2030. The airport is served by eleven airlines and six tour operators flying to around 40
European and UK destinations including Amsterdam Dublin and Paris’. Worldwide
connections are offered by Air France, KLM and SN Brussels creating a global gateway
from the Solent strategy area.

National

South Hampshire’s strategic road and rail network is well established. The M3 and the
M27 (including the A27(T)) form a part of the Trans European Network (TEN) as do the
main rail links from Southampton to London. The main transport routes into the strategy
area include the A34 trunk road, which links with the M40 and M1 as well as the M3 and
A3(M) linking to the M25 and London. The area is also linked by rail services for
passengers and freight to London, Bristol and the cross country network to Birmingham.

The growing success of the three international gateways places considerable strain on
the transport networks. Congestion is becoming more acute along the M27/A27(T),
particularly at key junctions. The rail networks need to be enhanced, both to provide
more capacity for passengers and freight movement as well as facilitate the use of more
modern types of containers. The Government’s decision to postpone the much needed
improvement at Hindhead has meant that the A3(M) will continue to operate at less
than its design capacity in providing a strategic route from Portsmouth to London due
to the significant bottleneck at Hindhead. There are also capacity issues related to the
A34 route, particularly around Junction 9 of the M3, which have been accentuated since
the completion of improvements at Chieveley.

Regional

The transport network also facilitates a number of cross-boundary movements, although
the Solent area is relatively self-contained. The vast majority of commuters remain in the
Solent strategy area when travelling to work and the Regional Transport Strategy places
emphasis on the two cities as sub-regional hubs of employment and economic activity.

The South Coast Multi Modal Study concluded that there was no case for a long-
distance strategic south coast route, although there is evidence of some long distance
east-west traffic along the M27, particularly leisure traffic during the summer to Dorset
and the New Forest.

Local

The M27 mostly operates as a spine for the sub-region, although only 30% of journeys
are made along the full length of the motorway (from Cadnam in the west to Cosham in
the east — a distance of approximately 48km). It does provide the primary means of
accessing the two principal roads that provide access to the North - the A3(M) and the
M3/A34. The parallel A27 passes through so many local settlements, it is inappropriate
for long east-west journeys and the motorway acts as a key part of the local road
network. Map 3 shows the commuting patterns to the cities.

°BAA, 2005.
"BAA, 2005.
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4.13 The number of short journeys and junction-hopping on the M27 creates problems of
congestion and safety. There is considerable weaving in between the closely spaced
junctions. Some relatively steep sections can give rise to queuing behind slow-moving
HGVs. Figure 4 shows the increase in congestion levels on the Solent motorways
between 1998 and 2004. Traffic flows on the motorways are already operating 80%
above their congestion reference flow and continue to grow at over 2% per year. These
volumes are naturally giving concern to the Highways Agency. By 2026, traffic is forecast
to have increased by 40% according to National Road Traffic Forecasts. With the current
lack of alternatives, such increases are likely to lead to acute congestion across the
motorway network within the Solent area.

Figure 4. CONGESTION LEVELS ON THE SOLENT MOTORWAYS
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4.14 The coastline causes considerable problems of accessibility for many of the towns and
cities in the Solent area. This is especially relevant in relation to urban areas that are
separated by the coast e.g. Hamble River crossing, Hythe and the Waterside as well as
Gosport and Portsmouth. Ferry connections to the Isle of Wight are vital. The island is
the largest in the UK without a fixed link to the mainland, so the maintenance high
quality ferry connections, which include the terminals at both Southampton and
Portsmouth, is of great importance.

4.15 Gosport in particular suffers from poor access, with no heavy rail line and only one
major road connection - the A32. As Map 3 illustrates, the proximity of Gosport to the
major employment centre, Portsmouth is hampered by the severance of Portsmouth
Harbour. While around 1,200 Gosport commuters use the ferry to Portsmouth each
day, nearly 2.5 times as many drive to Portsmouth contributing to the 6,600 peak period
vehicles on the A32 to Fareham and beyond with a further 3,200 using the B3334 at
peak times to destinations to the west.

4.16 The quality of the public transport networks varies across the Solent area. There is
generally good rail access from Southampton to London and from Portsmouth to London.
However, rail links between Portsmouth and Southampton are not ideal as there are only
two to three trains per hour, the quickest taking nearly 40 minutes and the hourly
stopping service taking almost an hour. The re-opening of Chandlers Ford train station in
2003 provides a more accessible train service for those who live and work in the
Chandlers Ford area. Since this new facility was opened, usage has rapidly grown to
around 11,000 journeys per month, of whom about 30% previously travelled by car.
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