












It will contain a rich mix of cultural ingredients that provide a tantalising 
menu of creative activity for visitors to choose from. The emerging 
Cultural Quarter is made up of high quality cultural elements some of 
which already exist such as the City Art Gallery, Mayflower Theatre and 
the Guildhall, but also truly exciting and inspirational new development 
projects that include the Sea City Museum Project, the enhanced 
Guildhall Square and Southampton’s New Arts Complex.

People who work, study and play in the city

Local people who live in the city centre and its neighbourhoods

Visitors from the south east, London and further afield

International visitors flying into Southampton or embarking on a cruise

Families

Office workers

Young people and students

Empty nesters and silver surfers

Culture vultures

Fun lovers

Schools

Lifelong learners
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The Cultural Quarter will be a dynamic and creative urban space at the heart of 
Southampton in which people meet to relax, enjoy and participate. 

The Cultural Quarter will be the city’s crossroads and a meeting place; vibrant, busy 
and friendly in the day, evening and night time. It is for anyone and everyone.

LocationWho is it for?



Delivering through partnership

Southampton’s Cultural quarter

•	 Arts Council England and Southampton City Council have set aside 
substantial funds to develop the new arts complex on the eastern 
side of Guildhall Square. 

•	 SEEDA’s Area Investment Framework funding has been awarded by 
Southampton Partnership.

•	 Southampton City Council, the University of Southampton, the John 
Hansard Gallery, Art Asia, Nuffield Theatre and City Eye are partners 
in the New Arts Complex project. 

The animation of the cultural quarter programme is supported by Arts 
Council England Grants for the Arts and the European Union Interreg IVA 
France (Channel) - England programme. 

For more information, and to view an electronic copy of the cultural 
quarter pack go to: www.southampton.gov.uk/culturalquarter 

To get in touch for further information call 023 8083 4172 or email 
art.gallery@southampton.gov.uk.

A successful Cultural Quarter will only be achieved by partners working together. A 
range of organisations are already doing so, to facilitate the crucial new developments 
and to breathe new life into this part of the city. 



Southampton’s Cultural quarter

Picture credits
The main front folder picture was taken at a performance by Cirque Bijou which was a Southampton City 
Council commission. This took place in the Guildhall Square at the heart of the Cultural Quarter. 

Folder front: Main image credit: Susan Beckett, City Eye, 1- credit: Keith Curtis, 2- credit: Nuffield Theatre, 
3- credit: John Hansard Gallery

Folder reverse: 1- ‘Once in a Lifetime’, Simon Watkinson, credit: Rod Varley, 2- credit: Art Asia,         
3- ‘Halation’, Simon Watkinoson, credit Rod Varley

Aspects of Southampton’s Cultural Quarter: 1- GHS Design Concept, Halcrow and Tipping, credit: Halcrow 
Group Ltd, 2- credit: Southampton Guildhall, 3- credit: John Hansard Gallery, 4- credit: John Hansard Gallery. 
5- credit: Mark Madgison, Exhibition Plus. 6- credit: Nuffield Theatre. 7- credit: City Eye. 8- ‘Burble’, Hague 
Design and Research, credit: Usman Hague. 9- credit: Nuffield Theatre. 10- Regional Business Centre, Capita 
Symonds. 11- credit: Dan Wilson. 12-’Counterlight’, Heinrich & Palmer. 13- istockphoto.com. 14- credit: Art 
Asia, 15- credit: Nuffield Theatre, 16- credit: Dan Wilson, 17- credit: Nuffield Theatre, 18- credit: Keith Curtis, 
19- credit: John Hansard Gallery, 20- credit: Mark Madgison, Exhibition Plus, 21- credit: Nuffield Theatre, 
22- credit: Nuffield Theatre, 23- credit: Nuffield Theatre, 24- credit: Art Asia, 25- credit: Dan Wilson, 26- credit: 
Art Asia, 27- credit: Dan Wilson, 28- credit: Nuffield Theatre.

Statement of intent: 1- credit: John Hansard Gallery, 2- ‘Once in a Lifetime’, Simon Watkinson, credit: Rod 
Varley, 3- ‘Burble’, Hague Design and Research, credit: Usman Hague

Bringing together the cultural ingredients: 1- credit: Wilson Massie, 2- credit: John Hansard Gallery, 
3- ‘Child and Family’, Danny Lane, credit: Dan Wilson, 4- ‘Hacin’, Simon Grennam and Christopher Sperando, 
5- ‘Cumberland Market, North Side’, 1912, Robert Polhill Bevan, 6- credit: Dan Wilson, 7- credit: Dan Wilson, 
8-credit: Dan Wilson, 9- credit: Dan Wilson, 10- credit: Southampton Guildhall, 11-  Mayflower Theatre, 
12- credit: Dan Wilson, 13- credit: Dan Wilson, 14- Millais Gallery, 15- credit: Dan Wilson, 16- ‘Enclosure’, Paul 
de Monchaux, credit: Dan Wilson, 17- credit: Dan Wilson, 18- credit: Dan Wilson, 19- GHS Design Concept, 
Halcrow and Tipping, credit: Halcrow Group Ltd, 20- ‘Cellar Lights’, Simon Watkinson, credit: Rod Varley, 
21- credit: Dan Wilson, 22- Titanic Voices cover, 23-credit: Murray Freestone, 24- ‘Burble’, Hague Design and 
Research, credit: Usman Hague

Animating Southampton’s Cultural Quarter: 1- ‘Northam Shoal’, Tom Grimsey, credit Joe Low, 2- credit: Susan 
Beckett, City Eye, 3- ‘Halation’, Simon Watkinson, credit: Dan Wilson

Location: 1- credit: Dan Wilson, 2- credit: City Eye, 3-credit: Dan Wilson

Who is it for?: 1- credit: Art Asia  2- credit: Dan Wilson, 3- credit: Dan Wilson, 4- Bizz Bazz, 5- credit: Murray 
Freestone, 6- credit: Dan Wilson

Map: Capita Symonds, Mark Magidson Exhibition Plus

Delivering through partnership: 1- credit: Nuffield Theatre, 2- credit: John Hansard Gallery, 3- credit: Art Asia, 
4- credit: Nuffield Theatre, 5- credit: John Handard Gallery, 6: credit: Art Asia




