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Riverside Quarter

In order to open up the site to the riverfront, maximizing views and access, a 
series of finger ‘wharf’ blocks are arranged in an open ended parallel geometry 
orientated east/west (1).  The scale and massing is appropriate to the 
waterfront. 

The blocks are set on a base that is wider than the blocks and rise to 7 storeys 
with an 8th floor set back above. The base will form private terraces, and 
where raised above the ground, enforce the wharf image of this character area. 
The courtyards between the blocks are alternating semi-private courtyards (2) 
and public spaces (3) that connects the Spine Road and the River Walk. 

A series of linear landscaped gardens at ground level stretching the length of 
the wharf buildings permit clear sight lines to the riverside walk. 
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Artists Perspective showing Riverside Quarter Section through public space at Riverside Quarter 

Spine Road  

1

1
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River Walk   

Artists Perspective showing  Riverside Terraces Plan showing Riverside Quarter 
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The Spine Road

This new primary route through the site has several parts but the main body 
of this route lies in the tree lined linear boulevard that bifurcates the site along 
its north/south axis.  The built form along the eastern side of the street is of 
linear 4 storey apartment blocks with set back 5th floors (1) that reinforce 
the geometry of this route.  To the west lies the riverside quarter with its 
large perpendicular finger blocks (2) and grand public and semi-private open 
spaces.  The result of this is that even some 120m away from the river edge 
the presence of the river and views beyond are strong.

To the east a variety of streets and courtyards create connections and visual 
links with Victoria Road and the existing urban fabric beyond.
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Artists perspective showing public space looking up to the Spine RoadArtists perspective showing Spine Road junction with Riverside Quarter Section A-A showing edge treatment along the Spine Road

Spine Road  

1

2

1

2

2

Plan showing the Spine Road 

The Spine Road

This new primary route through the site has several parts but the main body 
of this route lies in the tree lined linear boulevard that bifurcates the site along 
its north/south axis.  The built form along the eastern side of the street is of 
linear 4 storey apartment blocks with set back 5th floors (1) that reinforce 
the geometry of this route.  To the west lies the riverside quarter with its 
large perpendicular finger blocks (2) and grand public and semi-private open 
spaces.  The result of this is that even some 120m away from the river edge 
the presence of the river and views beyond are strong.

To the east a variety of streets and courtyards create connections and visual 
links with Victoria Road and the existing urban fabric beyond.

(For full details on the Highways layout, see Access Chapter in this documents. 
For edge treatments and hard landscape materials refer to the Landscape 
Strategy, the Phase 1 Public Realm reports as well as the Design Code.)
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Residential Courtyards

In contrast to the grand riverside quarter two intimate residential courtyards are 
created around two secondary east/west connections.  These court spaces 
are lined with trees and 3 storey houses with front gardens (1) all looking over 
a shared surface courtyard that forms an amenity space for the residents. The 
courtyards open up to Victoria Road across at one end into pedestrian only 
break out spaces. 

These courtyards are accessed via central, two storey gateways through 
the Spine Road 5 storey apartment blocks (2) that give glimpses and visual 
connections to the riverside quarter and open river landscape beyond.

Section through Residential Courtyards

Spine Road  

2

Victoria Road 

1

1

Plan showing the residential CourtyardsArtists perspective showing the Residential Courtyards
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Residential Streets

To compliment the new ‘Spine Road’ that acts as a main artery through the site 
there are several secondary east/west connections that link in with the existing 
Victoria Road.  These streets have a more residential character and each are 
treated differently according to their status in the hierarchy of routes.  

On the streets that receive the most through flow of traffic, one to the north 
that forms the extension of Weston Grove Road and one to the south that 
forms the connection between the Spine Road and Victoria Road, the houses 
form a tight and strong streetscape.  With limited off street parking, wider 
pavements and tree planting there is a traditional hierarchy between private, 
pavement and highway.  

Along the middle secondary access road, that only serves the local area, 
pavement widths are reduced and the distinction between pavement and 
highway is blurred giving higher priority to pedestrians.  

(For full details on the Highways layout, see Access Chapter in this documents. 
For edge treatments and hard landscape materials refer to the Landscape 
Strategy, the Phase 1 Public Realm reports as well as the Design Code.)
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Section through the Residential Streets 

Plan showing the Residential Streets Artists perspective showing the Residential Streets 

Spine Road  

Victoria Road
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Victoria Road 

The eastern boundary of the site lies along the existing somewhat blighted 
Victoria Road.  This street is a residential street but currently only has 
properties on its eastern side.  It also currently takes all through traffic to and 
from the south of the site.  The proposals re-classify this street as a secondary 
residential street.  By reducing traffic flow and placing new 2-3 storey houses 
along the western side of the street its design can now become that of a much 
more pedestrian friendly community street.  Parking is interspersed on both 
sides of the street in an informal manner with tree planting and street furniture 
introduced.  Shared surfacing is used throughout and two connections through 
the residential courtyard form important community open spaces to further 
relieve and soften the formality of the street.
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Artists perspective looking down Victoria Road

Plan showing Victoria Road

Victoria Road  
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5.05  	 Building Typologies

The built form contributes to the creation of a piece of a city

Following the description of the urban spaces created within 
the masterplan, this chapter outlines the principles for a set of 
typologies of the urban form related to their setting as an important 
part of the creation of a successful and coherent piece of a city. 
Within the set of building typologies the houses along Victoria Road, 
the town houses along the residential streets and courtyards, the 
apartment blocks at Spine Road and the Wharf type buildings along 
the river edge form a strong family through a coordinated formal and 
material language.

The blocks along the extension of the High Street and the wrap 
block around the main civic squares will be based on the typology 
described for the majority of buildings in the masterplan but will vary 
in order to address their prominent location or non-residential uses. 

For further detailed descriptions of the Marine Employment Quarter, 
the Foodstore and the residential phase 1 of the masterplan refer 
also to the plot studies in chapter 7 of this statement.

Tall buildings in Centenary Quay

The three towers are the outstanding and special buildings within 
Centenary Quay. In order to secure their excellent urban design and 
architectural quality of tall buildings over the whole development 
period of Centenary Quay, a specific ‘Tall Building Strategy’ is 
included in the Design Code for the site. This strategy controls 
the relationship of tall buildings to the context and the existing 
environment. It describes how their architectural quality and 
sustainable design and construction must be achieved and how 
the tall buildings must integrate as an important element of the 
masterplan by contributing to the permeability of the site and the 
wider area and by contributing to the public spaces and facilities. 
The ‘Tall Building Strategy’ includes also their relationship to 
transport infrastructure and their effect on the local environment (see 
Design Code, chapter 6).

 

Key

High Street

Wrap Block

Victoria 
Road
 
Town House

Spine Block

Wharf
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Building Typologies

The building typologies set up for Centenary 
Quays, Woolston are broken up by location, 
as described above, and also broken up 
into order of hierarchy, as described by the 
following elements: 

Backdrop: 

This proposes a primary facade strategy for 
buildings within each typology of the site. 
This element would be integrated with the 
buildings function or within the buildings 
structural system. 

Foreground Elements: 

This proposes a secondary facade strategy 
for buildings within each typology of the site. 
These elements would act as projections 
from the primary facade and represent 
balconies or fenestrations. 

Foreground Variations: 

This proposes a tertiary facade strategy for 
buildings within each typology of the site. 
These elements would promote variations to 
the secondary elements in order to animate 
the facades generally. These variations would 
involve changes in balcony balustrades and 
infill panels within projected or recessed 
fenestrations. 

Materials: 

The palette of materials chosen across the 
site reflect the existing context and shipyard 
history. The use of materials would vary 
between each typology of the site. This 
palette involves brick, timber, metal sheeting 
and rendered concrete or blockwork. 

Roof & Ground: 

The ground and roof condition would vary 
between each typology of the site. This 
would establish difference and architectural 
character across the site in order to create a 
new piece of the city.  
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Victoria Road Town Houses Spine Road Wharf

Foreground Elements

Backdrop

Foreground Variations

Materials

Roof & Ground

Varying rhythm Regular rhythm Brick frame Vertical slots

Responding to context
-Random Bay Windows

Formal arrangement
-Bay Windows Grouped Balconies Stacked Balconies

Infill panel bays Infill panel bays Infill panel bays

Parapet, Integrated garages Parapets, Integrated garages Set backs, Privacy strip Set backs, Private terraces

Scale

Infill - 

Glass/Timber

Material - 

Metal

Scale

Infill - 

Glass/Timber

Material - 

Metal

Closed Open

Balconies

Infill panel bays

Infill - 

Glass/Timber

Infill -

Glass

Balconies

Wider Deeper

Brick Timber Metal Render Brick Timber Metal Brick Timber Metal Brick Metal
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Victoria Road

Foreground 
Elements

Backdrop

Foreground 
Variations

Materials

Roof & Ground

Varying rhythm

Infill panel bays

Parapet, Integrated garages

Brick Timber Metal Render

Scale

Infill - 

Glass/Timber

Material - 

Metal

Responding to context
-Random Bay Windows

Infill Panels

Mansard RoofPop-out WindowsIntegrated Garages

Mansard Roof

Mansard RoofInfill Panels Bay Windows
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Town Houses 

Regular rhythm

Infill panel bays

Parapets, Integrated garages

Foreground 
Elements

Backdrop

Foreground 
Variations

Materials

Roof & Ground

Formal arrangement
-Bay Windows

Scale

Infill - 

Glass/Timber

Material - 

Metal

Brick Timber Metal

Regular Rhythm Mansard RoofPop-out Windows

Infill Panels Pop-out Windows Pop-out Windows Integrated Garage

Regular Rhythm Regular Rhythm
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Spine Road 

Brick frame

Set backs, Privacy strip

Foreground 
Elements

Backdrop

Foreground 
Variations

Materials

Roof & Ground

Closed Open

BalconiesInfill panel bays

Infill - Glass/Timber

Grouped Balconies

Brick Timber Metal

Brick Frame

Infill Panels

Grouped Balconies

Balconies

Privacy ScreensInfill Panels Projecting Balconies

Pop-out Windows

Infill Panels

 Projecting Balconies

Set-back Top FloorSet-back Top Floor
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Wharf Building 

Set-back Top Floor

Stacked Balconies

Stacked Balconies Stacked Balconies Stacked Balconies

Floor to Ceiling Windows Floor to Ceiling WindowsFloor to Ceiling Windows

Stacked BalconiesVertical ElementsSet-back Top Floor, Vertical Elements

Foreground 
Elements

Backdrop

Foreground 
Variations

Materials

Roof & Ground

Vertical slots

Set backs, Private terraces

Stacked Balconies

Infill panel bays

Infill - Glass

Balconies

Wider Deeper

Brick Metal

Private
Terrace

Semi
Private
Space

Private
Terrace
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High Street & Main Civic Square  

The facade treatment along the High Street, 
specifically the ground floors, will represent a 
public use, commercial / retail function. This 
facade typology is highly transparent and 
articulated to promote visibility and public 
interaction. These facades would be defined 
by light weight canopies and transparent wall 
materials. 

Facades opposite each other along the 
High Street, Spine Road and Victoria Roads 
would be represented in a similar way in 
order to create a coherent streetscape. 

  

Dialogue to Other Typologies

Key 
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5.06  	 Planning Appliction Proposals

The following pages include a selection of Application Drawings that 
best illustrate the design proposals.




