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A. RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
CABINET MEMBER FOR HEALTH AND ADULT SOCIAL CARE 
 

 To recommend to full Council that it responds to the Department of Health’s 
Green Paper proposals for the future of adult social care and support services 
‘Independence, Well Being and Choice’ in accordance with the principles and 
proposals set out at Appendix 1.   

 
 COUNCIL 
 

In accordance with the request from the Health and Adult Social Care 
Standing Scrutiny Panel that Full Council notes the response to the Green 
Paper as set out in the report. 

 
 

B. REASONS FOR REPORT RECOMMENDATION 
 
 The Government has asked for responses to this Green Paper.  This Green 

Paper will influence proposals that will determine the future Government 
Policy for this important area of service provision and development in the City. 
 

C. ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED AND REJECTED 
 
 The Council’s views would lose the opportunity to influence the future of this 

area if no response was made to the Government’s proposals.  The proposed 
response has taken account of a number of views and alternative responses 
have been considered in developing these views. 
 

D. WARDS /COMMUNITIES AFFECTED: 
 
 The proposals in this report have no direct impact on current services. 
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SUMMARY 
 
1. The Government has requested responses to the Green Paper 

‘Independence, Well-being and Independence’. 
 

2. Appendix A sets out the basis for a formal response to be provided by 28th 
July 2005. 

 
BACKGROUND AND REPORT DETAILS 
 
3.  The Government published their Green Paper ‘Independence, Well-being and 

Choice’ on the 21st March 2005.  It sets out proposals for a radical set of 
reforms for adult social care in a context of improved community support 
services.  Responses are requested before the 28th July 2005. 
 

4. The Government has asked for views on: 
 

o ‘how we can offer more control, more choice and high quality support 
for those who use care services; 

 
o how we can harness the capacity of the whole community, so that 

everyone has access to the full range of universal services and an 
opportunity to play a full part in society; and 

 
o how we can improve the skills and status of the workforce to deliver the 

vision.’ 
 
5. The key proposals to deliver this vision include: 
 

o ‘Wider use of direct payments and the piloting of individual budgets to 
stimulate the development of modern services delivered in the way 
people want; 

 
o Greater focus on preventive services to allow for early, targeted 

interventions, and the use of the local authority well being agenda to 
ensure greater social inclusion and improved quality of life; 

 
o A strong strategic and leadership role for local government, working in 

partnership with other agencies, particularly the NHS, to ensure a wide 
range of effective and well-targeted provision, which meets the need of 
diverse communities; and 

 
o Encouraging the development of new and exciting models of service 

delivery and harnessing technology to deliver the right outcomes for 
adult social care.’ 
 

6. The proposals attached as appendix 1 set out the basis for the Council’s 
response following consultation with the Health and Adult Social Care 
Scrutiny Panel, ideas and contributions from staff teams in the Health and 
Social Care Directorate and building on extensive consultation already carried 
out in the development of the Health and Well being Strategy. 
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POLICY FRAMEWORK IMPLICATIONS 
 
7. This response does not immediately affect the Council’s Plans however a 
 future Government White Paper in this area may well have implications for the 
 Medium Term Plan in the future. 

 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
8. There are no legal implications in making this response. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
9. There are no direct financial implications in making this response. 
 
CONSULTATION AND CONCLUSIONS 
 
10. The Health and Social Care Directorate has involved staff teams currently 

providing social care services in a review of the Green Paper’s proposals in 
order to gauge their views on the opportunities provided by the Government’s 
proposals for improving services in the future. 
 

11. The Health and Adult Social Care Scrutiny Panel of the 21st June gave 
extensive consideration to the issues in shaping this response, the Panel 
requested that a briefing on the Green Paper should be provided for all 
Councillors as the proposals represented such substantial changes for how 
social care needs should be met in the future.  The main focuses of the 
Panel’s concerns were: 

 
 the proposals in the Green Paper would require Local Strategic 

Partnerships to take a broad based approach to promoting greater 
independence for elderly and disabled people through improving 
accessibility, transport and wider community supports to enable people 
to live full lives in the community.  In this context, the Green Paper’s 
proposals will require health services and local authorities to co-
ordinate their investments in future services to support independence 
and well-being.  The Panel believes the continuance of co-terminosity 
between the Council and the Southampton City Primary Care Trust is 
vital for this to be managed effectively. 

 
 Social work staff should take on roles as advocates and brokers in 

supporting people in all aspects of independent living and, based on 
the Council’s successes in promoting Direct Payments locally.  The 
Panel particularly welcomes forms of funding which promote an 
individual’s ability to manage their own care needs as fully as possible. 

 
 The Council will need to promote investment in accessible and adapted 

housing as part of its responsibilities in enabling people to live 
independently as possible in their own homes. 

 
12. These comments have been included in the attached response proposals. 

The Panel were also concerned that the Council’s decision making procedures 
would allow further amendments as the decision making process progressed 
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and that the final response should be considered at the full Council meeting on 
the 20th July.  It was noted that amendments to the proposals would need to 
be provided before the 8th July to be included in the report presented to the 
full Council meeting. 

 
13. The Council and Southampton City PCT have recently carried out extensive 

consultation on their proposals for a Health and Well-being Strategy which 
actually sets out the City’s proposals for many of the developments suggested 
in the Green Paper. The findings from this consultation have also informed this 
response. 

 
14. This report was received as a consultation item at the executive decision 

making meeting on 4th July 2005 and a very full representation was 
made by a Member of the Council on how a number of areas in the way 
social services are delivered could benefit from the proposals contained 
within the Green Paper and it was hoped the Council’s response could 
be amended to capture the issues in a less technical manner. It was 
agreed that the response paper could be amended in this way before it 
came for final decision and indeed before being proposed to the full 
Council.  

 
 
Appendices:    1:  Proposed basis for a response to the Green Paper   

   ‘Independence, Well-being and Choice’. 
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