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1. These regulations impose requirements and prohibitions on the design and management of construction works.  Construction work is defined in the regulations and covers a wide range of activities (not all of which may seem to be construction work, but which are all related to the construction process). 

2. The Council has a Safe Working Procedure in relation to the Construction (Design and Management) Regulations 2015. 

Guidance for Schools
3. Schools must ensure that they take proper, professional advice to ensure compliance with these regulations. 
4. The key aim of the regulations is to integrate health and safety into the management of the project, encouraging everyone involved to work together to improve the planning and management of projects, identify risks early on, target effort where it can do the most good (in terms of health and safety) and discourage unnecessary bureaucracy. 
5. The regulations are intended to focus planning and management throughout construction projects, from the design concept onwards.  They tackle the duties of clients (the school and its governing body), the Principal designer (for notifiable projects only), designers, the principal contractor (for notifiable projects only), contractors and the self-employed, competence and training, worker engagement and communication and the health and safety file (for notifiable projects only).
Client Obligations (School Managed Projects)

6. In promoting a school's building project, the governing body, as client, has obligations under the regulations and may be liable if a breach of the regulations occur.  The regulations require:
6.1. The client to appoint a Principal designer (if the project is notifiable); 

6.2. The client to appoint a principal contractor (for all projects where more than two contractors are on site); 

6.3. The client to be reasonably satisfied as to the competency of those appointed; 

6.4. The client to be reasonably satisfied as to the adequacy of the resources allocated by those appointed; 

6.5. The client to provide the Principal designer with information about the premises; 

6.6. The client to make the information in the school's health and safety file available for inspection; 

6.7. The Health and Safety Executive to be notified of the project; 

6.8. That the principal contractor has prepared an adequate construction phase plan for all construction projects;
Notifying the Health and Safety Executive
7. A project must be notified to the Health and Safety Executive, on the standard form (Form F10), if the construction phase is likely to involve more than 30 days or 500 person days of construction work.
Definition of Construction Work
8. Construction work means the carrying out of any building, civil engineering or engineering construction work and includes:
8.1. The construction, alteration, conversion, fitting out, commissioning, renovation, repair, upkeep, redecoration or other maintenance (including cleaning which involves the use of water or an abrasive at high pressure or the use of corrosive or toxic substances), decommissioning, demolition or dismantling of a structure;
8.2. The preparation for an intended structure, including site clearance, exploration, investigation (but not site survey) and excavation and the clearance or preparation of the site or structure for use or occupation at its conclusion;
8.3. The assembly on site of prefabricated elements to form a structure or the disassembly on site of prefabricated elements which, immediately before such disassembly, formed a structure;
8.4. The removal of a structure or of any product or waste resulting from demolition or dismantling of a structure or from disassembly of prefabricated elements which immediately before such disassembly formed such a structure;
8.5. The installation, commissioning, maintenance, repair or removal of mechanical, electrical, gas, compressed air, hydraulic, telecommunications, computer or similar services which are normally fixed within or to a structure, but does not include the exploration for or extraction of mineral resources or activities preparatory thereto carried out at a place where such exploration or extraction is carried out; 
9. Further advice can be found in the following publication:
9.1. Southampton City Council Safe Working Procedure – Control of Contractors and Service Providers.
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