
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An Overview 

 



 
 

‘Learning Stories’ is Southampton’s response to the requirements of the 
Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage (2012) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     September 2012 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Child’s Story 
 

My Special Book 
My Observation Notes 
Termly Update of Progress 
ECaT Audit 

Overview of Development 

The Parent’s Story 
My Unique Child 

2 Year Health Check (when appropriate) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

My Unique Child 

This booklet is designed to enable the practitioner to gain an overview of 

the child’s learning and development so far, as seen by their 

parent/carer, by using a selection of information gathering questions.  It 

can be used when a child starts at a setting whatever their age. 

Some information may already be gathered on a settings’ admission form, in which 

case this can be filled in by the practitioner before talking with the parent. 

My Unique child is an important first step in the building of relationships with families, 

and practitioners should work alongside parents.  Parents will probably want to see 

the booklet beforehand so that they know the sort of information that is needed in 

order to get a picture of their child 

The following pages are a copy of ‘My Unique Child’.  Questioning needs to be 

sensitive and must take into account the age and stage of development of the child. 

When appropriate, settings should ask Parents/Carers to share their child’s two year 

health check. 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 

I understand that this book will be the start of my child’s Learning Story and I am 

happy for this information to be shared with other people involved in their care and 

education.   Any additional information will only be added with my consent. 



 
 
 
 

Our family 
 

Please let us know about the important people in your child’s life. 
This could include brothers and sisters, grandparents, childminder or your friends. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is your child’s position in the family? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please let us know about any pets, favourite toys, games or activities or interests. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Are there any important celebrations, festivals or events that you share as a family? 
 
 



 
 

 
Photos of my child and family 



 
 
 

Photos of my child and family 



 
 
 

 

My child’s birth 

Please let us know if there were any complications or difficulties – e.g. low birth 

weight or significant prematurity. 

 

 

 

 

My child’s physical development 

Please let us know when your child sat, crawled, walked etc 

 

 

 

 

What opportunities does your child have to be physically active? 

e.g. going to the park/play area, walking to the shops, swimming etc. 

 

 

 

 

My child’s health and habits 

Please let us know whether your child sleeps well, has a good appetite and is in 

generally good health. 

 

 



 
 

 

My child’s moods and feelings 

Please let us know how your child shows their emotions such as happiness, 

sadness, anger, excitement, frustration, love and affection. 

 

 

 

 

 

Is there anything that worries your child or that they are sensitive about? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My Child’s speech, language and communication 

Please let us know things like whether your baby/child babbles or talks. 

Do you understand what they say? 

Do they use any special words we need to know? 

Do they communicate using signs/gestures? 

Do other people understand what they say/are trying to communicate? 

 



 

 

 

What is/are the language(s) your family speak in your home and that your child 

uses/understands? 

 

 

 

 
If your child is learning English as an additional language, would you describe 

him/her as: 

 

(please circle) 
 

 New to English 

 Becoming familiar with English 

 Becoming a confident user of English 

 A fluent user of English 

 
 

 

Playing and Learning 
 

Please let us know what your child enjoys most 

Playing with an adult, playing alone, with other children or playing alongside others – 

this will depend on the age and stage of development of your child. 

 

 

 

 

 

Do they like to be active? Stretching, rolling, walking, running, jumping etc. 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

Do they play outside?  What sort of things do they do? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What are their favourite books, songs or rhymes? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do they like to explore and investigate? 

Does this sometimes lead them into “mischief”? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you and your child attended, or are you currently attending any groups, 

such as Sure Start, Stay and Play, Parent and Toddlers etc. 

Please tell us which ones. 



 

 

 

 

My Children’s behaviour 
At different ages and stages all children have times when they can be difficult or get 

frustrated or angry because they cannot make you understand what they want.  Apart 

from these times is there anything that worries you or we need to know about your 

child’s behaviour. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are they developing an awareness of danger? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Do they understand simple rules for safety? 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Is there anything else you would like us to know 

about your child and/or family? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Thank you for completing this book. 

This important information will be used to continue all the learning your child has 

done at home whilst they are in an early years setting.  We look forward to 

working with you! 

 
Please talk to us and tell us if any information changes at 

any time. This may include things about family/home 

circumstances as well as talking to us about things that 

your child can do or is interested in. 
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Additional notes/ideas for provision 

 



 



 



 



 
Setting: 

Key Person:                                                                              Date:           

 

Children’s 
names 

Key information from My 
Unique Child 

Implications for 
provision 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 

Assessment plays an important part in helping 

parents, carers and practitioners to recognise 

children’s progress, understand their needs, 

and to plan activities and support.  Ongoing 

assessment (also known as formative 

assessment) is an integral part of the learning 

and development process.  It involves 

practitioners observing children to understand 

their level of achievement, interests and 

learning styles, and to then shape learning 

experiences for each child reflecting those 

observations.  In their interactions with children, 

practitioners should respond to their own day-

to-day observations about children’s progress, 

and observations that parents and carers share. 

 
Section 2 – Assessment.  Paragraph 2.1 

Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage  

(Department for Education) 



 



 

Southampton Learning Stories 
 

Autumn     Spring     Summer   
 

2 Yr Progress Check  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

My  
Observation 

Notes 
 

 

Child’s name  …………………………………………………………………………… 

Date of birth  ……………………………………………………>>>………………….. 

Notes collected from   ………………………………   to  ………………………….. 

Setting name  ………………………………………………………….……………….. 

Key person(s)  ……………………………………….……………….……………….. 



 

Attendance pattern 

 

Date __________________        Registered for _________________ hours per 

week 

 

Actual attendance (please circle most applicable) 

 

      Always attends                          Mostly attends                             Rarely attends 

 

Arrives on time (please circle most applicable) 

 

        Always                                           Mostly                                           Rarely 

 

Attending other settings? 

Setting name:  ……………………………………………………………………………. 

Contact number:  ………………………………………………………………………… 

Key Person at other Setting: …………………………………………………………….  

 

Permission given to share information with other setting:       

Parent/Carer Signature: ………………………………………………………………. 

Date:.. ……………………. 

 

 



 

 
 
Ongoing significant observations 

Links to areas of 
learning and 
development/notes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
Ongoing significant observations 

Links to areas of 
learning and 
development/notes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

focussed observation 1 
(Approx 5 minutes) 
 

Date ________________  Observer ___________________________ 
 

Context for learning 
 
 
 
 

What did they do/say (PTO to continue writing) Links to EYFS 
 
Prime: 
PSED   C&L   PD    
 
Specific: 
L    M    UW    
EA&D 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Continuation sheet Links to EYFS 
 
Prime: 
PSED     C&L   
PD    
 
Specific: 
L    M    UW    
EA&D 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next steps in provision 
“What will you provide as a setting to help me make further progress?” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Additional focussed observation template 
(Approx 5 minutes) 
 

Date ________________  Observer ____________________________ 
 

Context for learning 
 
 
 
 

What did they do/say (PTO to continue writing) Links to EYFS 
 
Prime: 
PSED     C&L    
PD    
 
Specific: 
L    M    UW    
EA&D 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Continuation sheet Links to EYFS 
 
Prime: 
PSED     C&L    
PD    
 
Specific: 
L    M    UW    
EA&D 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next steps in provision 
“What will you provide as a setting to help me make further progress?” 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

My Update of Progress includes all seven areas of learning and the three 
‘Characteristics of Effective Learning’. 
 
It also includes an overview of current development. 



Southampton Learning Stories 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

My update of  
progress  

   

Significant progress within the Areas of Learning and 
Development (with reference to Development Matters in the Early Years 

Foundation Stage) 
 

This box only to be completed if 2 Year Check 

 
If this Learning Story forms part of the Statutory 2 Year Check, you must copy THIS 
section and give a copy to Parents/Carers. 
 

Child’s name:   ………..…………………………..  Date of birth:  …………....……..   

Date completed:   …………………………………   

 

A copy of this section has been shared and given to parents/carers and it has been 
explained that it can and should be shared with Health Visitors and other 
Professionals. 

 

Key Worker: ……………………………….……………  Date:  ………………….. 

 

Parent/Carer: ………………………...……………….…  Date:  ………………….. 

 



 

This sheet should be started when a child has settled in and added to as 
characteristics are identified and developed.  This could be at any appropriate time 
and it should finally form part of the Learning Stories information shared with their 
next setting/school. 

 

Characteristics of 
Effective Learning 

 

How  _________________  learns 

 Date 

 

By playing and exploring –  
ENGAGEMENT 
 

 Finding out and exploring 
 

 Playing with what they know 
 
 Being willing “to have a go” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Through active learning –  
MOTIVATION 
 

 Being involved and 
concentrating 

 

 Keeping on trying 
 

 Enjoying achieving what they 
set out to do 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

By creating and thinking critically 
THINKING 
 

 Having their own ideas 
 

 Making links – using what they 
already know to learn new 
things 

 
 Choosing ways to do things 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 

Based on My Special Book, My Observation Notes, discussions 
with parents/carers, other agencies and practitioners’ 
professional judgement, our observations show that now I can … 
 

 

PRIME AREAS 

Personal, Social & Emotional Development 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Making relationships 
 
Self-confidence and 
self awareness 
 
 
Managing feelings 
and behaviour 

 

Communication and Language 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Listening and 
attention 
 
Understanding 
 
Speaking 
 
 
 

Physical Development 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Moving and handling 
 
Health and self-care 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
SPECIFIC AREAS 

Literacy  
 

Reading  
 
Writing 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mathematics 
 

Numbers 
 
Shape, space and 
measure 
 
 
 
 
 

Understanding the world 
 

People and 
communities 
 
The World 
 
Technology 
 
 
 

Expressive arts and design 
 

Exploring and using 
media and materials 
 
Being imaginative 
 
 
 
 
 

Next steps ….. future opportunities 
“What will you provide as a setting to help me make further progress?” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
This sheet should be used as an ongoing monitoring tool to track a child’s progress 

each term.  It should also be completed and shared with other professionals at 

times of transition. eg. moving to a new room, changing setting, and moving into 

Year R. 
 

EYFS  -  Overview of current development 

Current age in months ………………………….. 

Area of learning Aspect Best fit age/stage 
band 

Personal, social and 
emotional 
development 

Self confidence and self-
awareness 

 
 

Managing feelings and 
behaviour 

 
 

Making relationships  
 

Communication and 
language 

Listening and attention  
 

Understanding  
 

Speaking  
 

Physical development Moving and handling  
 

Health and self-care  
 

Literacy Reading  
 

Writing  
 

Mathematics Numbers  
 

Shape, space and measures  
 

Understanding the 
world 

People and communities  
 

The world  
 

Technology  
 

Expressive arts and 
design 

Exploring and using media and 
materials 

 

Being imaginative  
 



 
 
Parent/Carer comment: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed – Parent/Carer .....................   Date ……… 
 
 
 
Signed – Key Person  ......................   Date ……… 
 
 
Signed – Manager/ 
Lead Practitioner    …........................   Date ……… 
 

 

 

Thank you for contributing to 

My Learning Story 

 



 
Key  Children 

(names) 

Next steps in provision  

(from My Update of Progress) 

Links to Areas of Learning 

and Development/ 

Characteristics of Effective 

Learning     (please circle) 

 

 

 

 

 

 Prime: 
PSED   C&L   PD    
 

Specific: 
L    M    UW    EA&D 
 

Characteristics: 
P&E     AL    C&TC 

 

 

 

 

 

 Prime: 
PSED   C&L   PD    
 

Specific: 
L    M    UW    EA&D 
 

Characteristics: 
P&E     AL    C&TC 

 

 

 

 

 

 Prime: 
PSED   C&L   PD    
 

Specific: 
L    M    UW    EA&D 
 

Characteristics: 
P&E     AL    C&TC 

 

 

 

 

 

 Prime: 
PSED   C&L   PD    
 

Specific: 
L    M    UW    EA&D 
 

Characteristics: 
P&E     AL    C&TC 

 

 

 

 

 

 Prime: 
PSED   C&L   PD    
 

Specific: 
L    M    UW    EA&D 
 

Characteristics: 
P&E     AL    C&TC 

 

 

 

 

 

 Prime: 
PSED   C&L   PD    
 

Specific: 
L    M    UW    EA&D 
 

Characteristics: 
P&E     AL    C&TC 



 
  



 



 



 

1. Gathering Evidence of Children’s Learning 

 

2. Linking observation and assessment to 

Short Term Planning 

 

3. Liaison between settings and transitions 

 

4. Sample transition to school letter 

 

5. Underpinning information that supports 

observation and assessment, taken from 

Creating the Picture 

 

6. Process Overview Sheet 



 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Practitioners must consider the individual needs, interests, and stage of 

development of each child in their care, and must use this information to 

plan a challenging and enjoyable experience for each child in all of the 

areas of learning and development.  

 
1.7 Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage (2012) 

 

 

 

You must be able to use the information in A Unique Child, Positive 

Relationships and Enabling Environments, to guide what you are providing 

and ensure it is suited to the stages and needs of your children. 

 

 



 

Transitions and Continuity 



 



 

20th March 2013 



 

 Recognise children as competent and influential individuals who need to be involved in 
their own assessment; 

 Work with other adults who are important to the child; 

 Recognise each child’s individual route to learning;  

 Build a broad picture of the child which ranges widely, incorporating and interconnecting 
all the areas of Learning and Development and the three Characteristics of Effective 
Learning. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

The Eight Point Learning 

Story Process 

 Check Your Practice 

1.  My Unique Child is completed prior to the 

child starting in the setting and discussed 

with the parent/carer as part of the 

process. 

 

 Do you have a procedure in place for completing 

My Unique Child and drawing out significant 

information? Does this process involve discussion 

with the parents/carers?  Where appropriate this 

should include information the parents/carers have 

from their child’s two year health check. 

2.  Information from My Unique Child is used 

to help plan as a child starts. 

 Do you use this information to assist provision and 

planning on entry? 

3.  My Observation Notes and My Special 

Book are started. Ongoing collection of 

observations, photos, samples over the 

term, including one focussed observation 

each half term. 

 Do you have agreed systems for collecting and 

collating observations, photos etc for My Special 

Book/My Observation Notes with time set aside for 

Key Persons to regularly (weekly? fortnightly? 

monthly?) update/collate their Key Children's 

Learning Stories? 

4.  Key Person and child reviews My Special 

Book. 

 Do you have agreed procedures for the Key Person 

and child to share My Special Book and talk about 

likes/dislikes etc? 

5.  Key Person reviews My Special Book and 

My Observation notes in order to complete 

My Update of Progress. 

 Do you have a system for Key Persons to review 

their Key Children's Learning Stories and complete 

My Update of Progress? 

6.  Key Person shares Learning Story with 

child's parent/carer. 

 Do you have planned termly meetings with 

parents/carers to share their child's Learning Story? 

7.  Next Steps in Provision are used to 

support planning and provision for the 

coming term. 

 Do you have a way of using the information from 

Next Steps in Provision to inform and influence 

your planning for the coming term? 

8.  Return to point 3 and repeat process.   
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