Equality and Safety Impact Assessment

SOUTHAMPTON
CITYCOUNCIL

The Public Sector Equality Duty (Section 149 of the Equality Act) requires public
bodies to have due regard to the need to eliminate discrimination, advance equality
of opportunity, and foster good relations between different people carrying out their
activities.

The Equality Duty supports good decision making — it encourages public bodies to be
more efficient and effective by understanding how different people will be affected by
their activities, so that their policies and services are appropriate and accessible to all
and meet different people’s needs. The Council's Equality and Safety Impact
Assessment (ESIA) includes an assessment of the community safety impact
assessment to comply with Section 17 of the Crime and Disorder Act and will enable
the Council to better understand the potential impact of proposals and consider
mitigating action.

Name or Brief Emergency Accommodation Acquisitions
Description of
Proposal

Brief Service Profile (including number of customers)

The Council has a statutory duty to provide temporary accommodation to homeless
households in certain circumstances in The Housing Act 1996 (as amended).

The Emergency Accommodation Acquisitions initiative has been set up due to the
increasing levels of homelessness across the city and country. This has led to
significant pressure on the Council to support the most vulnerable residents.

The Emergency Accommodation Acquisitions initiative sits within the Homelessness
Prevention Transformation Project. Approval is currently being sought for additional
capital funding of £3,000,000 via the Housing Revenue Account, to facilitate the
acquisition of emergency accommodation properties in Southampton.

Summary of Impact and Issues

Homelessness has a profound human cost, particularly for families living temporarily
in B&B accommodation. These environments often lack the space, privacy, and
stability needed for children to thrive. The uncertainty and disruption can lead to
emotional distress, affecting their mental health, education and development.
Frequent moves and cramped conditions can leave children feeling isolated,
struggling to form friendships, and falling behind in school. This instability can also
strain family relationships, exacerbating the stress already felt by parents trying to
navigate an uncertain future.

Factors identified in increasing the risk of homelessness in Southampton include low
income/ earnings, lack of affordable housing and issues including domestic abuse,
substance use and complex cases needing multiple support services presenting to
homelessness teams.

Approval is currently being sought for additional capital funding to facilitate the
acquisition of emergency accommodation properties in Southampton, with aim of
reducing the council’s expenditure on nightly paid homelessness accommaodation.
This will reduce the need to use expensive private accommodation, like B&Bs and
hotels.
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Potential Positive Impacts

The aim is to acquire in the region of 20 additional properties in total (but it
dependent on the market and availability). Additional properties acquired under this
initiative will bring additional capacity for the council to be able to respond to
increasing demand on homelessness provision and the costs associated with

provided temporary housing in emergency situations.

Responsible
Service Manager

Maria Byrne, Head of Housing Needs and Support

Date

August 2025 (Work in Progress)

Approved by
Senior Manager

Jamie Brenchley, Director of Housing

Date

August 2025 (Work in Progress)

Potential Impact

Impact Details of Impact Possible Solutions &
Assessment Mitigating Actions
Age No negative impact identified All households approaching

(Young people)

the Council with a housing
issue are given advice and
information and according to
their situation and the
legislative framework may be
assisted into accommodation.

Disability

No negative impact identified

All households approaching
the Council with a housing
issue are given advice and
information and according to
their situation and the
legislative framework may be
assisted into accommodation.

Gender
Reassignment

No negative impact identified.

All households approaching
the Council with a housing
issue are given advice and
information and according to
their situation and the
legislative framework may be
assisted into accommodation.

Marriage and Civil
Partnership

No negative impact identified.

All households approaching
the Council with a housing
issue are given advice and
information and according to
their situation and the
legislative framework may be
assisted into accommodation.

Pregnancy and
Maternity

No negative impact identified.

Homelessness legislation,
which underpins the strategy,
identifies this group as a
priority. This means if a
homelessness duty is
accepted because
homelessness could not be
prevented, accommodation will
be provided.
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Impact
Assessment

Details of Impact

Possible Solutions &
Mitigating Actions

The public law duty in relation
to the use of bed and breakfast
for households with pregnant
women or children is limited to
6 weeks.

Race

No negative impact identified.

All households approaching
the Council with a housing
issue are given advice and
information and according to
their situation and the
legislative framework may be
assisted into accommodation.

Religion or Belief

No negative impact identified.

All households approaching
the Council with a housing
issue are given advice and
information and according to
their situation and the
legislative framework may be
assisted into accommodation.

Sex

No negative impact identified.

Men and women might have similar
needs and issues which they need
support with, however, homeless
men and women can choose
different ways to cope. In general,
men are more likely to become
homeless, but women are more
vulnerable while living on the
streets than men.

All households approaching
the Council with a housing
issue are given advice and
information and according to
their situation and the
legislative framework may be
assisted into accommodation.

The public law duty in relation
to the use of bed and breakfast
for households with pregnant
women or children is limited to
6 weeks.

Sexual Orientation

No negative impact identified.

Some people might find it difficult to
cope with certain housing
environments due to their sexual
orientation.

All households approaching
the Council with a housing
issue are given advice and
information and according to
their situation and the
legislative framework may be
assisted into accommodation.

Community Safety

No negative impact identified.

Lack of appropriate housing options
may increase the risk of rough
sleeping.

All households approaching
the Council with a housing
issue are given advice and
information and according to
their situation and the
legislative framework may be
assisted into accommodation.

Poverty

The impact of social and economic
deprivation is recognised as a
factor in causing homelessness.

Additional properties acquired
under this initiative will bring
additional capacity for the council to
be able to respond to increasing
demand on homelessness
provision.

All households approaching
the Council with a housing
issue are given advice and
information and according to
their situation and the
legislative framework may be
assisted into accommodation.
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Health & Wellbeing

The ‘cost of living’ crisis may
squeeze household budgets, and
therefore, affect the health and
wellbeing of families and
individuals.

Additional properties acquired
under this initiative will bring
additional capacity for the council to
be able to respond to increasing
demand on homelessness
provision.

Reaching and working with the
most complex people in our
society who fall through the
gaps, ensuring healthcare
needs are met, to break cycles
of homelessness.

Continue commissioning and
operating rough sleeper
healthcare services, such as
the Homeless Health Service.

Other Significant
Impacts

None identified.
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