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28t April 2025
Decar Sir‘fMadam,

RE: Objection to Proposed Tree Prescrvation Order — Silver Birch Tree at [}

B 1 o+ uhill Park, Southampton, SO18 [N

I'am writing to formally object to the proposed Tree Preservation Order (TPO) being
considered for the silver birch tree located in the front garden of
Townhill Park, Southampton. SO18 |l

While [ understand the importance of protecting trees of significant environmental or visual
value, I would like to explain why this particular tree does not warrant such a designation,
and why T am requesting permission to reduce its size.

This silver birch, while attractive, is a fast-growing specics and has now become
disproportionately large for its setting. It is increasingly encroaching on nearby properties,
restricting natural light, and causing leaf and twig debris to block gutters and drains on a
regular basis. The tree is also beginning to interfere with overhead cables and poses a risk
during storms due to its height and shallow root system, which is a known issue with mature

birch trees.

Furthermore, the tree does not possess exceptional landscape value when considered in the
context of the surrounding area. It is not a rare or veteran specimen, nor does it contribute
significantly to the character of the neighbourhood beyond any other tree in nearby gardens.
Two other trees on public ground only 15 metres away were completely cut down by the
council around 5 years ago.

[ am not seeking to remove the tree entirely but simply to reduce it in size to a more
manageable and safe height. This would ensure its continued health and allow it to remain a
part of the landscape without posing a risk or becoming a nuisance. [ am committed to using
a qualified arborist to ensure the work is done responsibly and in line with best practices.

[n light of these reasons, I respectfully request that the council does not proceed with placing
a TPO on this tree and that I be granted consent to carry out reasonable reduction work.



Please see attached statement from other residents local to _Townhill

Park, Southampton. SO18

Thank you for considering my objection. I am happy to provide further information or
arrange a site visit if that would be helpful.

Yours sincerely

FIoperty uwner





