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STANDING ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (SACRE)
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 23 June 2025

Present:
Group A —

Christian Denominations
The Roman Catholic Church — Steve Deadman
The United Reformed Church —Susanne Dawson

Other world views
Mary Wallbank — South Hampshire Humanists

Group B — Church of England
Lucy Heptinstall

From Diocesan education team
Richard Wharton

Group C — Teachers
National Education Union - Amelia Day

The National Association of Schoolmasters/Union of Women Teachers —
Suzanne Underwood

Group D — Members of the Council
Councillors Beaurain, Lambert, Webb and Wood

Others co-opted (Non-Voting)

Southampton City Council, Professional Advisor — Silas Bingley
Primary RE Lead Rep - Ellen Brodigan

Secondary RE Lead Rep/ASC — Suzanne Underwood

ASC teacher representatives — Amelia Day, Chloe Foster
Southampton Council of Faiths — David Vane

Love Southampton

WELCOME, APOLOGIES AND CHANGES OF MEMBERSHIP
Members noted the Apologies if Ruth Guill and Garry Roberts.
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SUSANNE DAWSON IN THE CHAIR

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING INCLUDING MATTERS ARISING

RESOLVED: that the minutes for the meeting on the 28 April 2025 be approved as a
correct record.

MONITORING UPDATE

Members explained that the initial online monitoring of secondary school’s websites in
Religious Education was really interesting and noted that schools were very different in
how they presented information online. It was explained that the name of curriculum
and topics made it hard to find the information on some of the websites hard.

It was noted that because of the different ways schools used to display Religious
Education curriculum information it may not be easy for parents to find the information
and take relevant choices and that schools should design the website to make it easier
to find rather than it being solely the content.

RESOLVED:
1) That Monitoring group to undertake a similar monitoring process for primary
schools within the City;
2) That feedback of the exercise be sent to secondary heads (also send to Primary
heads).
3) Ask monitored schools for clarification for pieces of information not evidenced.
4) That tweaks were required to the Monitoring Form in the light of the exercise.

NATIONAL CONFERENCE UPDATE

It was noted that SACRE had sent representatives to the national conference but that
they had been unable to attend the meeting so members agreed to review any learning
from the national conference at a later meeting.

SOUTHAMPTON SACRE SELF EVALUATION FORM

Members discussed the self-evaluation form. Members advised and agreed on
changes required to make the self-evaluation form attached to the papers more
relevant and reflective of the current situation within the City. Members noted that the
changes would be made and that the final version would be circulated.

SACRE ANNUAL REPORT 2023 - 2024

Members noted and agreed the draft version of the annual report attached to the
papers.

FEEDBACK ON EVENTS

Members noted the forthcoming Mela festival in July. It was also noted that the
interfaith week had been scheduled between the 9" to 16" November 2025. It was also
noted that the One City Event was currently scheduled for 27" November 2025.




ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Members noted the recent fire at a Portswood Mosque and expressed their support and
sympathies to the Islamic community in Portswood. The Panel noted that officers had
already reached out to Imam Sayfullah on the behalf of Members.




