
" My name is Andrew Pope, and I am a former City Councillor.  

 

Firstly, why please have you organised this Planning Panel for 4pm on a weekday? It 

isn't very democratic to do so. It should be later in the evening. Is it at 4pm to suit 

councillors or officers, rather than the public who you claim to serve?  

 

Like others, I may not be able to make the meeting due to work commitments, so I 

have asked for this to be read out instead. 

 

I have spoken with residents about this proposal for many months. I was also the 

organiser of the petition of residents from adjacent streets, that was submitted to the 

Planning Officer, that stated that, and I quote: 

 

“We, the undersigned, ask that Southampton City Council refuses the below 

planning application, and requests that officers ask the developers to submit a new 

one that respects our concerns. We also ask the Council and/or Environment Agency 

to enforce against the environmental hazard that the site now presents.” 

I am very disappointed and astonished that the Planning Officer has recommended 

approval, despite the many and varied concerns of local residents, expressed over 

the last year and also in relation to the previous applications that were ALL refused. 

Yes, refused. 

 

The vast majority of residents that I spoke with object to the proposal. I have seen for 

myself the impact of this derelict site, the actual vermin, the human vermin attracted 

to the site and potential causers of the arson, the fires, the utter filth, the safety 

hazards including holes on the pavement and windows opened to the world even 

after the fires. The site's dereliction does not excuse this terrible planning application 

being approved. And it does not excuse the site owners allowance of the site to be in 

this state. 

 

As the petition says, residents want the site developed, but not in this way. Their 

concerns have to be addressed, but the officer recommendation has ignored their 

concerns. 

 

I am also astonished that one ward councillor, the new one Councillor Percival, has 

written in support. Has he bothered to listen and act on the concerns that I have 



heard, over all these months and days of listening? It beggars belief that he supports 

this terrible application, but this is what it seems passes for democracy in planning 

here in Southampton - residents ignored and not represented by the ward councillors 

that are supposed to be there to defend them. 

 

I am not surprised that the two other ward councillors - Kloker and Winning - have 

not written in at all about this application. They are not mentioned in the officer 

report, and appeared to be somewhat surprised by the fires, vermin and health 

hazards presented by the site, according to their quotes in the Daily Echo. Have they 

listened and acted on residents' concerns? It appears not. 

 

I am heartened by the change to the Constitution in 2014 that I proposed as a 

councillor at the AGM, and which was successfully supported by other councillors at 

the time, that meant that applications like this must by decided in public, with the 

opportunity for members of the public to speak and to see the planning process for 

what it is. 

 

It is just as well. So I ask councillors to please exercise democracy and represent 

local residents where the local councillors have not. 

 

I ask councillors present therefore to REFUSE this application, because like the 

previous ones that were refused, it does not meet the planning policy of the Council, 

or respect the wishes of the local residents, who the three local councillors seem 

ignorant of, and whose concerns have been ignored by the Planning Officer in her 

report. 

 

The planning officers at Southampton City Council, not just for this application, seem 

to live in a dreamworld that Southampton residents do not inhabit. Do the planning 

officers even live in Southampton? I do not know. Perhaps if they do, they don't live 

near Southampton General Hospital and the parking problems that it causes over a 

wide area.  

 

Where is Southampton's park and ride for the general public? The one for the staff is 

a start, but it isn't anywhere near enough. The hospital parking is still a massive 

problem for Shirley, Coxford and Maybush residents. Until the park and ride is there, 

the hospital will still be impacting on residents. 

 



Meanwhile, residents have to live in the real world, where cars will be parked on real 

streets. The current administration is working to make the car a stranger to our 

streets with its disastrous anti-car policies. 

 

Councillors, it has to stop. Officers must listen to residents. Common sense must 

prevail. 

 

Councillors, please show that the planning process works in the interests of 

Southampton residents,and motorists, and refuse this terrible planning application. 

 

Councillors, please refuse this planning application today, and respect the petition 

that was signed by local residents. 

 

 


