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Welcome to 
Southampton ceremonies
City of culture, travel and diversity…

Steeped in history, Southampton 
is an ideal location for your 
ceremony. Perfectly situated 
on the South Coast, the city 
overlooks the water and has 
many leisure facilities for you to 
enjoy. As a diverse and historic 
city, Southampton is home to 
many museums, music venues 
and theatres. The parks and open 
spaces make it an attractive city 
to visit, and it is easy to see why 
Southampton is a popular choice 
for ceremonies.

Southampton Registration 
Services are proud to offer 
beautiful rooms for your 
ceremony at Bugle Street, 
including the Golden Jubilee 
Room. Alternatively, our premium 
venue, Westgate Hall, is set in 
the old city walls and provides a 
perfect backdrop for your vows 
and promises. 

The city boasts a variety of unique 
venues if you are looking for 
something different. The Mayor’s 
Parlour, City Art Gallery and Tudor 
House and Garden offer a truly 
original choice. If you are looking for 
your ceremony package all in one, 
the licensed hotels and restaurants 
have excellent event planners to 
make sure that you get the day of 
your dreams. Most offer exclusive 
packages along with simpler 
options to suit budgets of all kinds. 

Whatever your ideas, hopes and 
dreams, Southampton Registration 
Services will guide you through 
your ceremony from the very 
beginning to the very end. If you 
have any final questions before 
your ceremony, or have any last 
minute nerves, we can book a 
pre-ceremony consultation for you. 
That way you can feel relaxed and 
reassured by having an informal 
chat with a Registrar beforehand. 

The perfect ceremony, then sail away
Southampton boasts one of the most fantastic cruise ports in the UK. 
What better way to enhance your Marriage or Civil Partnership than by 
booking your cruise directly after your ceremony in Southampton?
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Magnificent formality in the heart of the city

Welcome to The Mayor’s Parlour! With its’ high ceilings, 
polished wooden floors and historic artefacts there is 
no doubt that this ceremony venue offers something 
truly spectacular. The magnificent high window floods 
the room with light making it a perfect setting for your 
special moment. Afterwards, you can enjoy posing for 
your photographs on the stunning sweeping staircase 
– the balcony offering a truly regal setting!

The Mayor’s Parlour seats 50 guests, not including 
the couple. The layout is theatre style which creates 
a beautiful long aisle to walk down. You will be able 
to make your entrance with real impact in a room 
which has seen many visiting dignitaries received by 
The Mayor.

The Mayor’s Parlour is in an enviable position sitting 
beautifully in the Civic Centre. Found in the heart of 
the city, The Civic Centre is one of the most iconic 
buildings Southampton has to offer. There are many 
practical reasons to choose The Mayor’s Parlour 
(good transport links and parking), however it will be 
the beauty of the building that really impresses you.

Mayor’s Parlour

MAYOR’S PARLOUR
Tel: 023 8091 5327
Email: registrars@southampton.gov.uk
www.southampton.gov.uk/ceremonies
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Westgate Hall
Southampton’s stunning premier venue

Westgate Hall is a beautiful 
setting for you to say ‘I do’ in 
Southampton. Hidden away 
amongst the Medieval old town 
walls, this 15th century timber 
framed building is a truly  unique 
venue for your ceremony. By 
choosing Westgate Hall, you will 
be adding to the history of this 
magnificent building. Recently 
restored and now beautifully 
decorated it’s a picture perfect 
location for your special day.

Westgate Hall proves itself to be 
classic, historic and vintage all in 

one venue. It seats 74 guests and is 
already dressed for the ceremony, 
giving you more time and money 
to spend on the finer details. With 
the roses tumbling from the ancient 
oak beams, there will be a wealth of 
photograph opportunities for you to 
choose from.

It is no surprise that Westgate Hall 
is one of the most popular venues 
along the South Coast. However 
seeing is believing… contact us 
to view this spectacular building 
and let the magic and atmosphere 
wash over you.
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The jewel in Southampton’s 
old city walls…
Once you have enjoyed your photographs on the 
old city walls, you will be looking forward to your 
celebrations. There is a host of options for celebrating 
after your ceremony at Westgate Hall, in this much 
loved and diverse city.

Located by the waterfront and nearby cruise 
terminals, Westgate Hall is within easy reach of many 
large hotels, small boutique hotels and restaurants. 

You are spoilt for choice when choosing your 
reception venue. Your guests will be in awe at the 
location and easy access of Westgate Hall, providing 
them with a wealth of history and character to really 
enjoy their time in Southampton. Many guests decide 
to stay in Southampton over a few nights, to enjoy all 
that the city has to offer.

WESTGATE HALL
Tel: 023 8091 5327
Email: registrars@southampton.gov.uk
www.southampton.gov.uk/ceremonies
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Southampton Register Office
The Golden Jubilee Room
Located in a beautiful old 
building in Bugle Street, part of 
the Medieval ‘French Quarter’ of 
the city, the Register Office was 
originally part of King Edward’s 
School and previously housed 
Eastleigh Magistrates Courts. 
Now the building is home to our 
beautiful ceremony venue, 
The Golden Jubilee Room, 
which seats 55 guests and is 
purposefully decorated.

What is unique about this venue 
is the quiet awe that takes over 
you. With its historic laminated 
and timber arches that support the 
ceiling you cannot help but feel a 

part of its history. Not only does 
The Golden Jubilee Room provide 
the ideal setting for your vows, but 
the location of the building offers 
even more. The beautiful courtyard 
area, and our historic arches 
make an ideal back drop for 
photographs. Within sight of the 
old town walls, there are plenty of 
spots for you to enjoy the scenery 
and for guests to make full use of 
their camera.

It is difficult to find a better choice 
for your budget, allowing you to 
spend more on the extras that are 
important to you.

SOUTHAMPTON REGISTER OFFICE
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Looking for a more intimate setting? 

The Magnolia Room is a smaller, pretty room, where 
you can invite up to 10 guests. It is a perfect choice 
for couples who are looking to keep their ceremony 
a little more private, or decide to have a blessing 
ceremony later on. The blessing (or renewal of vows) 
might be taking place at another venue, or even 
abroad. But don’t worry – even though the venue 
is smaller you can still exchange rings, create the 
right atmosphere with music and observe any of the 
traditions you are used to seeing. 

Your blessing or renewal of vows may be the focus 
of your celebrations, but a ceremony beforehand 
might mean that others can attend to see you 
married – even though they can’t make it to your 
bigger ceremony abroad.

What if I just want to sign the 
paperwork without any fuss?

You may feel that you simply want to get married 
or form your civil partnership and want the most 
straightforward option. Southampton Register Office 
is a working office, without any facility for music, 
readings or photographs. There is limited space, 
therefore you would only be able to invite 2 adults to 
act as your witnesses. 

Some couples choose this option, but if you feel that 
it is too limited to the administrative side, you may find 
that the Magnolia Room is a better choice for you. 
That way, you have the flexibility to invite more than 
just the 2 witnesses, and enjoy photographs with 
your guests.

SOUTHAMPTON REGISTER OFFICE

Southampton Register Office 

The Magnolia Room
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Southampton City 
Art Gallery
Exquisite, inspirational…

Arriving at Southampton City Art Gallery, you’ll soon 
see why this is such a sought after space in which 
to tie the knot.

Imagine saying your vows against the backdrop of the 
stunning gallery window, which floods the space with 
light; it will certainly have an impact on your guests. 
Add this to the beautiful paintings, sculptures and 
impressive stone features of the gallery and you have 
a truly unique venue. The generous space provides 
an awe inspiring atmosphere for your guests. This is 
a stunning venue for civil ceremonies in the city and a 
truly unforgettable location for you and your partner to 
enjoy your ceremony.

SOUTHAMPTON CITY ART GALLERY
Tel: 023 8083 4536
Email: art.gallery@southampton.gov.uk
www.southamptoncityartgallery.com/hire

SOUTHAMPTON ART GALLERY
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Tudor House and Garden
History and character at your fingertips

Tudor House and Garden offers a unique and beautiful 
location to celebrate your wedding, Civil Partnership, 
renewal of vows or naming. From the unique 16th 
century Banqueting Hall, to the lovely Georgian Room 
overlooking the Garden, this beautiful venue is appealing 
for couples who love the history of Southampton. The 
rooms offer a romantic and intimate atmosphere, and 
there is so much of interest for guests to see. 

The gardens themselves nestle sweetly within the old 
walls of the city, and many ceremony parties enjoy 
their photographs in the outside space. Snap away 
with your camera; there are so many lovely angles 
to choose from. Your only problem will be deciding 
which photographs to keep! 

TUDOR HOUSE AND GARDEN
Tel: 023 8083 4536
Email: museums.hire@southampton.gov.uk
www.tudorhouseandgarden.com/venue-hire

TUDOR HOUSE AND GARDEN



Our fantastic licensed venues and hotels
How wonderful to have your ceremony and 
celebrations all at one venue! We are very proud of 
our city hotels and restaurants, who offer excellent 
packages that are tailor-made to your needs. 

Your Registrars will attend the venue and conduct 
the ceremony for you, before the hotel staff take over 
and lead you and your guests through the day’s 
celebrations. 

If you are looking for a larger venue to cater for 
your ceremony and celebrations, take a look 
at Southampton Harbour Hotel, The Novotel, 
Southampton Football Club or The Leonardo Royal 
Hotel Southampton Grand Harbour. These venues 
specialise in catering for large numbers. 

Southampton is a beautiful city that has strong links 
with the sea. For waterfront views you can choose the 
Southampton Harbour Hotel or Kuti’s Royal Pier for 
your ceremony. Imagine making your vows with the 

stunning water views behind, while your guests enjoy 
the beautiful setting that these venues have to offer.
If you are looking for an historic setting for your 
ceremony look no further than The Grand Café, 
The Vestry Bar and Restaurant or the Mercure 
Southampton Centre Dolphin Hotel. These venues 
have a real history with the city and provide the 
character associated with Southampton. 

For a venue that is a short hop across to the cruise 
port, consider The Holiday Inn, Southampton. Some 
of the hotel’s guest rooms overlook the cruise port, 
and the excellent ceremonies team can co-ordinate 
your ceremony to fit in with your holiday plans.

For a full list of licensed venues please visit: 
www.southampton.gov.uk/ceremonies

SOUTHAMPTON REGISTRATION SERVICES16



WEDDINGS AT SOUTHAMPTON HARBOUR HOTEL

Set on a small, private marina with a striking ’super yacht’ style design, 
stunning contemporary interiors throughout, and first-class facilities, 

Southampton’s only 5-star hotel is also the city’s stand-out wedding venue. 

For details of forthcoming open days and events, or to arrange a private 
viewing, please call our weddings team:

Southampton Harbour Hotel & Spa 
Maritime Walk, Ocean Village, Southampton, SO14 3QT

E: southampton.events@harbourhotels.co.uk
www.harbourhotels.co.uk/southampton

T: 023 8110 3456
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Renewal of vows
Are you ready to say “I do” (again)? Renewing your 
vows is a fantastic way to celebrate your commitment 
to each other. Inviting your family and friends to watch 
as you make promises to each other and exchange 
rings, old or new is a way of saying that family are a 
part of who we are. After all, family and promises are 
at the heart of a good relationship.

The good thing about a renewal of vows ceremony 
is that there is real flexibility. Although there cannot 
be any religious content, adding readings, surprising 
each other with gifts and making individual promises 
means that the ceremony really is  designed by you.

What does renewing my 
vows really mean to me?

A ceremony would be a perfect way to mark a 
significant anniversary and involve your children 
who are now an important part of your family. 
What a fantastic way to celebrate the day!
Alternatively, you may have married abroad where 
only a handful of guests were able to attend. 

Now feels like the right time to make a bigger 
celebration of it, and making promises to each 
other again means that everyone can attend. 

Commitment ceremonies
Intimate promises to each other

A commitment ceremony is designed for couples who 
wish to celebrate their relationship and commitment 
to each other, without entering into a legal Marriage or 
Civil Partnership. Although a commitment ceremony 
has no legal status, you will receive a commemorative 
certificate, perhaps exchange rings and make 
promises to each other. This is a real opportunity to 
create something really special and personal to you. 

RENEWAL OF VOWS AND 
COMMITMENT CEREMONIES
Tel: 023 8091 5327
Email: registrars@southampton.gov.uk
www.southampton.gov.uk/ceremonies
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Naming ceremonies
Welcome to the family…

Gosh, little one has arrived and the world seems 
a very different, yet truly wonderful place. There is 
nothing like a new addition to bring excitement to the 
family, and include older children in the celebrations.
Our bespoke naming ceremonies give you real 
choices to create the ceremony that is important to 
you. Bringing readings and vows into an intimate 
setting really does mark the occasion, and parents 
often like to present the child with a new gift. 

There aren’t many occasions that bring family and 
friends together, and a naming ceremony is the 
perfect chance to do this. After all, who doesn’t love 
the opportunity to see your beautiful child and wish 
them luck to their bright future?

NAMING CEREMONIES
Tel: 023 8091 5327
Email: registrars@southampton.gov.uk
www.southampton.gov.uk/ceremonies
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Civil Partnerships 
Your alternative to Marriage

The Civil Partnership Act provides 
a fantastic alternative to Marriage. 
The legal requirements are the 
same as for Marriage, and the 
ceremony can be held at any of 
our licensed venues. 

The beauty of a Civil Partnership 
ceremony is that it can be very 
simple and straight forward and 
does not require you to say 
any words to each other. If you 
decide to keep things simple, 
then you can just sign the civil 
partnership schedule along with 
your 2 witnesses.

However, you can make the 
occasion as grand as you choose 
to, enhancing your ceremony with 
vows, music and readings. We can 
help you decide on the finer details 
and really give you the ceremony 
you have been dreaming of.

Legislation has been passed to 
allow opposite sex couples to form a 
Civil Partnership as well as same sex 
couples. This is now really flexible 
and deciding if you would like a 
Marriage or a Civil Partnership is 
a personal decision. For the latest 
information on Civil Partnerships 
and Marriages please visit: 
www.gov.uk/government/
publications/marriage-and-civil-
partnership-in-england-and-wales

CIVIL PARTNERSHIPS
Tel: 023 8091 5327
Email: registrars@southampton.gov.uk
www.southampton.gov.uk/ceremonies
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Booking - how it works… 
1. Decide on your venue

2. Book your venue and Registrar

3. Book your notice of Marriage or Civil Partnership

4. Pay your ceremony fee (3 months before the 
ceremony or once you have given notice of 
Marriage or Civil Partnership)

5. Attend your pre-ceremony consultation 
 (around 4-6 weeks before the ceremony)

6. Last minute ceremony changes?
 Email registrars@southampton.gov.uk

7. Get married / become civil partners!

8. Complete your survey 
 (2 weeks after the ceremony. How did we do?)

HOW TO BOOK
Tel: 023 8091 5327
Email: registrars@southampton.gov.uk
www.southampton.gov.uk/ceremonies

How to book the 
perfect venue 
To book your ceremony time, simply call us on 
023 8091 5327 and we will be pleased to advise you 
on dates and availability. The booking fee is taken at 
the time of the booking. 

Don’t forget, that if you are booking one of our 
fantastic venues (instead of Westgate Hall, The 
Golden Jubilee Room, Magnolia Room or The Mayor’s 
Palour) you will need to book the date and time with 
the venue as well. Southampton Registration Services 
work very closely with the licensed hotels, restaurants 
and venues to ensure that we find the right date and 
time for you. 

Tricky to find the perfect Saturday? Take a look at our 
Friday, Sunday and Bank Holiday Monday availability. 
It may surprise you how lovely it is to choose a more 
unusual day of the week.
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I have booked my 
ceremony, what 
happens next?

Congratulations on your 
forthcoming ceremony. We are 
looking forward to supporting 
you through your arrangements.

Now you have booked your 
ceremony, you will need to 
give your legal notice of your 
intention to marry or form a Civil 
Partnership. This can be done up 
to a year before your ceremony. 
We require your notice to be 
served within 3 months of booking, 
or within 3 months as soon as the 
1 year count down begins. If your 
ceremony is less than 3 months 
away you will need to give notice 
within 2 weeks of booking.

Where do I go to 
give notice?

If you are not subject to 
immigration control, you will attend 
the Register Office in the district 
where you live. The easiest way to 
work out the right Register Office 
is to look at who your council area 
is, or who you pay your council tax 
to. If you live in different areas you 
will need to go to different Register 
Offices. If you are still unsure of 
your council area, please visit:
www.gov.uk/find-local-council

If either of you are subject to 
immigration control you must 
give your notice of Marriage or 
Civil Partnership at a designated 
Register Office. Southampton 
Registration Services are proud to 
be one of the designated offices, 
but if it is easier for you to visit 
a different area you will need to 
choose a designated office. 
A full list is found at:
https://www.gov.uk/government/
publications/designated-register-
offices-in-england-and-wales

You must have been resident in the 
district where you live for at least 
7 clear days. This really means 8 
nights residency before you can 
attend your appointment.

Please note that if either of you 
are subject to immigration control, 
the usual 28 day waiting notice 
period may be extended to 70 
days if the Home Office decide 
that they need more time for their 
investigations. We would strongly 
recommend that you think about 
these timings as you are making 
your arrangements.

For more information on the 
Home Office referral process 
please refer to:
www.gov.uk/government/
publications/marriage-and-
civil-partnership-referral-and-
investigation-scheme

Marriages and Civil Partnerships

All you need to know
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What happens after
we have given notice?

After the notice of intention to 
marry or form a Civil Partnership 
appointment, your details will be 
displayed for 28 clear days. These 
include the details you gave to 
the Registrar, but don’t worry, the 
date and time of your ceremony 
are personal to you and will not be 
publicised. Once the 28 day notice 
waiting period has expired, your 
details will be removed from public 
display, and your paperwork is 
usually then produced (unless the 
Home Office have extended their 
investigations to 70 days, if you are 
subject to immigration control).

As your ceremony is with 
Southampton Registration 
Services, we will send you a link 
to our website which guides you 
through the details of the day.  
This will allow you to complete 
your notes for ceremony online 
ready for the big day. The notes 
for ceremony tells us exactly what 
details are important to you, so 
that we can get it right.

I am getting married in a 
religious building. Is that 
different?

  If you are getting married in a 
Church of England church, you 
will not normally need to give a 
notice of Marriage as the Vicar or 
Minister will read banns. However, 
if you are subject to immigration 
control, you will be asked to 
give a notice of Marriage at a 
designated Register Office such as 
Southampton.

If you are getting married in 
another religious establishment 
(such as another church, mosque, 
gurdwara, temple etc) you will 
need to give a notice of  Marriage 
or Civil Partnership. If the building 
is not in the district where you live, 
it will need to be the usual place of 
worship for at least one of you.

What documents do I 
need to give notice?

To give a notice of Marriage or 
Civil Partnership you will need 
to provide evidence of your age, 
name, nationality, address and 
marital status (this is not an 
exhaustive list, as every person 
is unique).

You will need to provide original 
documents, as photocopies 
are not acceptable. You may 
need to have your documents 
translated ready for your notice 
of Marriage or Civil Partnership 
appointment. 

For the current list of documents 
required to give notice of Marriage 
or Civil Partnership please visit: 
www.gov.uk/marriages-civil-
partnerships/documents-youll-
need-to-give-notice
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Last minute questions?
Why not book a pre-ceremony consultation

We appreciate that you may have 
lots of questions about your special 
day and we would like to offer you 
a chance to meet a member of 
our registration team beforehand. 
Your pre-ceremony consultation 
includes a 30 minute meeting with 
an experienced Registrar, who will 
run through the finer details of the 
ceremony that are important to you.

This service is a fantastic 
opportunity that is open to all 
couples who are having their 
ceremony at one of our licensed 
venues in the city of Southampton. 
If you have chosen Westgate Hall, 
The Golden Jubilee Room or the 
Magnolia Room you will also have 
the chance to view the room again. 

The Registrar will run through 
your notes for ceremony, carefully 
helping you with choosing your 
vows, readings and any personal 
vows. Additionally we will go 
through the itinerary for your 
special day, so that you have a 

good understanding of timings 
and the order of the ceremony. 
This will help you if you wish to put 
together an order of ceremony to 
hand out to your guests, which 
makes a lovely keepsake for your 
family and friends.

If you would like to take 
advantage of this bespoke 
service, please contact us on 
023 8091 5327, or contact us at 
registrars@southampton.gov.uk. 
We recommend that you book this 
appointment around 4-6 weeks 
ahead of your ceremony.

The fee is payable at the time of 
booking and is non-refundable. 
(Please note: Marriages and Civil 
Partnerships in the small Register 
Office Room are pre-set with no 
options to enhance your ceremony.  
We do not require you to complete 
the notes for ceremony form 
and we do not provide you 
with the option of attending a 
pre-ceremony discussion).
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Order of Ceremony
Marriage Ceremony (example only)

Music to be played for the grand entrance of the party

Welcome and introduction from the Superintendent Registrar

Legal definition of Marriage 

Declaratory and contracting words

Exchange of rings if the couple wish to 
(rings can be presented by best man/woman or guest)

Reading if required

Formal announcement that the couple are 
now married – a huge round of applause!

Offical signing

Photographs

Exit of the couple and their guests
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Order of Ceremony
Civil Partnership (example only)

Music to be played for the grand entrance of the party

Welcome and introduction from the Civil Partnership Registrar

Spoken legal declaration (if required)

Signing of the civil partnership schedule

Formal announcement that the couple are now civil partners in law

Vows spoken by the couple (if they wish to)

Reading if required

Exchange of rings if the couple wish to 
(rings can be presented by best man/woman or guest)

Reading if required

Photographs

Exit of the couple and their guests

If your formation is very simple, you may decide not to have music or readings. 
You do not need to say any words to each other for a Civil Partnership ceremony.
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Frequently asked questions
What time do I need 
to arrive?

For the venues or Westgate Hall, 
the groom (or party 1) should 
arrive 30 minutes beforehand 
along with the guests. The bride 
(or party 2) should arrive 
15 minutes before the ceremony.  
For The Golden Jubilee Room or 
Magnolia Room the groom (or 
party 1) should arrive 20 minutes 
beforehand along with the guests. 
The bride (or party 2) should arrive 
10 minutes before the ceremony. 

What happens if 
I arrive late?

There is likely to be more than 
one ceremony on that day. It is 
important that you are on time 
as The Superintendent Registrar 
will start the ceremony at the time 
you have booked. If you arrive 
late, the Superintendent Registrar 
will not be able to delay the 
ceremony, therefore you and your 
guests should allow extra time 
to travel into the city and find 
appropriate parking.

I know we have to be 
interviewed before the 
ceremony but we do 
not want to see each 
other until we enter 
the ceremony room. 

Please do not worry, the Registrars 
will keep you apart before your 
ceremony if that is what you were 
hoping for. You will both need to be 
interviewed before the ceremony, 
but we have private interview 
rooms to ensure that you do not 
bump into each other beforehand 
– unless you really want to!

Parking for Southampton 
Register Office

Parking for The Register Office 
can be found on Bugle Street. 
Alternative parking locations can 
be found at www.southampton.
gov.uk/roads-parking/parking. 
There may be space for one 
ceremony car in our car park 
but we cannot guarantee this 
(limousines and larger ceremony 
cars will need to park outside on 
Bugle Street)

For Westgate Hall, one ceremony 
car may park outside, providing 
someone stays with the car at all 
times. Please make your guests 
aware of parking nearby, and
 allow extra time to travel into the 
city and park.

Can we take photographs 
or make a video recording 
of the ceremony?

You are welcome to take 
photographs or recordings of 
the ceremony as long as it does 
not interfere with the ceremony 
itself and that the flash is not 
used excessively. The Registrar 
on the day will guide you and 
your photographer throughout, 
so that you get the most from 
your photographs.

Why can’t I have 
anything religious 
in my ceremony?

As the ceremony is a civil 
ceremony we are not allowed to 
have any words, music or actions 
that are religious. This means that 
we cannot include words from the 
Book of Common Prayer, the Bible 
or other religious books, and we 
cannot allow the playing of a hymn 
or any lighting of candles during 
the ceremony. You are, of course, 
allowed to have civil readings and 
music to enhance your ceremony. 
There are plenty of options for you 
to choose available online, and as 
long as they are suitable for the 
ceremony, they really do make 
your ceremony more individual.
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Can I bring anything 
to decorate the 
ceremony room?

Westgate Hall and The Golden 
Jubilee Room are dedicated 
ceremony venues, and have been 
thoughtfully designed to give 
the rooms a professional finish. 
As there will be more than one 
ceremony that day we do not have 
time for personal decorations to 
be installed and removed for each 
ceremony.  For fire, health and 
safety reasons we cannot allow an 
aisle carpet to be put down or for 
any candles to be lit.

How does the music 
work and do I need 
to bring a device?

It is usual to have 3 pieces of 
music for your ceremony. This 
would mean for the big entrance, 
the signing of the paperwork, and 
the exit of the happy couple. The 
music should be suitable for a 
ceremony and have no religious 
meaning or references. If you 
would like to provide a CD or 
USB stick with your choices on, 
please bring it on the day and 
the Registrar will play the music 
for you. For a phone or MP3 
player, one of your guests will take 
responsibility for playing the music 
through our system. Phones sync 
easily to our system, but we have 
auxiliary wires ready if that doesn’t 
work. If your ceremony is at one of 
the hotels or venues, please make 
arrangements with the ceremony 
co-ordinator for the music system.

Who can be my 
witnesses?

You need 2 witnesses to sign the 
paperwork and they can be friends 
or family members. Although there 
is no legal upper or lower age 
limit, they need to understand the 
nature of Marriage/Civil Partnership 
and understand English. If you 
have used a translator during your 
ceremony they must sign as one of 
the witnesses.

Can we throw confetti 
or rice?

Confetti is a lovely tradition 
and looks stunning in your 
photographs. The confetti should 
be natural dried flower petals or 
biodegradable confetti, thrown 
outside. Foil confetti or rice is not 
permitted to be thrown.

Can my flower girl scatter 
petals down the aisle?

The room needs to be ready for 
the next ceremony, therefore 
natural petals can only be 
thrown outside.

Can I bring my pet?

Westgate Hall and The Golden 
Jubilee Room are council buildings 
and therefore do not permit any 
pets or animals. The venues may 
permit pets, but our policy remains 
the same to protect our staff. This 
does not apply to assistance dogs.

Cheers! I want to toast 
our future with a bottle 
of bubbly. Is this ok?

Unfortunately there is no food or 
drink permitted on the grounds 
or surounding areas of Westgate 
Hall or The Register Office. You 
will need to save your toast for 
the reception, or perhaps in 
the ceremony car if you have a 
chauffeur.

What happens with 
my certificates?

Your certificate is your way of 
proving that you are married or 
now in a Civil Partnership. Your  
certificate may be sent to you in 
the post at a later date. You can 
always order additional certificates 
afterwards and these are done 
online at southampton.gov.uk

What traditions can I have 
as part of my ceremony?

You are welcome to add any detail 
into your ceremony as long as it 
doesn’t compromise the dignity 
of the occasion or have religious 
meaning. You may wish to be 
given away by someone, add 
your own vows, exchange rings 
or share a kiss. A pre-ceremony 
consultation appointment will help 
you with your final questions and 
details.
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